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I do not know. Once he said that he would vote for Norman Thonnas, if the major parties did not offer better platforms.
Hutchins has been accused of being "antiscience"; this has an odd ring now. Actually the atomic age may be said to have begunb at 3^:25 P.M. on December 2, 1942, in one of the converted squash courts under the stadium at Stagg Field. For a considerable time the university, under Hutchins, had been working hard on "trans-uranic" chemistry and physics; Professors Arthur Compton, Fermi, and Urey were all Chicago men, and it was on this date, one of the most pregnant in history, that the uranium-graphite pile constructed and operated in total secrecy first created a chain reaction.22. No single person can claim credit for having made practicable the fission of the atom and the bomb this produced. But Hutchins and the university certainly had a great deal to do with it. The Manhattan Project had reached the point where it was necessary to construct a large pilot plant. Several universities and industrial organizations, which the War Department approached, felt that they could not accept the responsibility. Hutchins did. This was one of the most onerous decisions any man ever made. He made it purely on his own and it had to be secret. An agency known as the Metallurgical Laboratory was set up, for which the university, in Hutchins' own subsequent words, acted as "host and contracting agency." The great Clinton Laboratories at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, where the pilot plant was duly built, was administered by the University of Chicago, little known as this fact is, until June 30, 1945.
Hutchins himself, when I talked to him, had much to say about the bomb, and some of his reflections were what one might call, for want of a better word, philospphical. If atomic power, in a world of peace, becomes overwhelmingly cheap and plentiful, what will happen to the doctrine that life is a process of salvation by work ? On the concrete side, I believe, he felt strongly that the bomb should have been "demonstrated" before being used against the Japanese. Incidentally Mr. Hutchins is an isolationist no longer. "Isolationism as a national way of life," he wrote recently, "is an anachronism in the atomic age, and if we are finally to survive, we must now, as never before in history, act our age.".
Here is the conclusion of a discussion at the University of Chicago Round Table, August 12, 1945, a few days after the first bomb was dropped:
Mr. Hutchins: Up to last Monday I must confess that I did not have much hope for a world state. I have believed that no moral basis for it existed and that we had no world conscience and no sense
22 Compton informed President Conant of Harvard of the great event by using the following "code" on the telephone. He said, "The Italian navigator (Fermi) has just landed in the New World." Conant replied, "Did he find the natives friendly?" "Everyone landed safe and happy," Compton concluded. Chicago Sun. November 6, 1945-